
 
 
 

THE YANKEE CHAPTER   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 

FISCAL YEAR 2016 

 

 

 
 

32nd Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

Red River Theatres 
Concord, New Hampshire 

 
  



 
The Yankee Chapter PRSA  
Annual Report for FY 2016 

 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
Meeting Agenda 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
President's Report 
 
Professional Development Report 
 
Communications Report 
 
Slate of Officers for 2017 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
 
2016 Awards and Scholarship  
 
Accreditation Report 

 
Assembly Delegate Report 
 
Membership Report and Roster 
 
List of Past Presidents 
 
________________________ 
 

The Yankee Chapter PRSA 
53 Regional Dr., Suite 1 
Concord, NH 03301 
(603) 228-1231 
info@yankeeprsa.org 
www.yankeeprsa.org 
________________________ 
 



The Yankee Chapter 
PRSA  

2016 ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 
Red River Theatres 

Concord, New Hampshire 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
  
 

3:00 p.m.    Call to Order – President Liz LaRose 
  
 

Approval of November 2015 Annual Meeting Minutes 
Approval of October 2016 Minutes 
Treasurer's Report   Andy Morse 
President's Report   Liz LaRose 
Election of Officers   Erin Holt 
Preview of 2016    Tom Bebbington 
Adjourn Annual Meeting 
  
AWARDS 
2016 James H. Bradley Memorial Scholarship  
Margaret Kuchinski 
 
2016 APR Achievement Recognition 

 
 
 
  



 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
January 1, 2016 – November 1, 2016 
 
For the current fiscal year, the Board presented virtually the same balanced budget as had been previously 
used with anticipated revenue for the year set at $9,660. The expenses budget was also set at $9,660.  
 
As of November 1, the chapter has $8,039.42 in expenses, which is below expectations. Revenue at 
$9,801.34 is above expectations. 
 
Of note:  

• Professional Development sessions led to revenues of $5,102 with expenses of $2,447.57. 
• Operations expenses at $1,919.48 are currently lower than our budgeted amount of $3,100. 
• We awarded one Yankee PRSA Scholarship.  
• Northeast Delta Dental generously sponsored our annual meeting. 

 
As of November 1, the operating account balance is $7,374.05 and the Money Market account balance is 
$20,177.57. Our total cash on hand is up $1,762.93 from this time last year. 
 
Note: This report does not include complete expenses or revenues for the year, most notably revenues from 
the annual meeting and membership for the months of November and December, as well as operating 
expenses for the same time period. In addition, this report does not include payments to our July PD session 
partners.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Andrew Morse 
Treasurer 
 



Yankee Chapter PRSA 
Annual Treasurer's Report 2016 

   
          
 

As of November 1, 2016 
            

 Budgeted 
Expenses 

Expenses 
to Date 

Expense 
Variance 

Budgeted 
Revenue Revenue 

to Date 
Revenue 
Variance 

Account 
Variance  

Net 
Revenues  

Over 
Expenses 

  
 

              
 

  
Accreditation $150.00  $0.00   $150.00 $10.00   $0.00  

 
$10.00  

Annual Meeting  2,500.00  470.25    1,500.00  145.00   $0.00  
 

($325.25) 
Assembly Delegates  1,500.00  347.88   0.00  0.00   $0.00  

 
($347.88) 

Awards  200.00  0.00   0.00  0.00   $0.00  
 

$0.00  
District Dues  260.00  0.00   0.00  0.00   $0.00  

 
$0.00  

Yankee PRSA Scholarship 500.00  500.00   500.00  500.00   $0.00  
 

$0.00  
Membership 0.00  1,516.91   4,500.00  3,291.00   $0.00  

 
$1,774.09  

Leadership Development  100.00  279.20   0.00  0.00   $0.00  
 

($279.20) 
Operations  3,100.00  1,919.48   0.00  0.00   $0.00  

 
($1,919.48) 

Advertising  100.00  58.13   0.00  0.00   $0.00  
 

($58.13) 
Professional Development  1,250.00  2,447.57    2,000.00  5,102.00   $0.00  

 
$2,654.43  

Treasury 0.00  0.00    10.00  3.34   $0.00  
 

$3.34  
Sponsorship 0.00  500.00    1,000.00  750.00   $0.00 

 
$250.00 

Total $9,660.00  $8,039.42  $0.00  $9,660.00  $9,801.34  $0.00  $0.00  
 

$1,761.92  

          Account Balance Balance 
        Operating 7,374.05 
        Money Market 20,177.57 
            

        Total Cash $27,551.62 
        

           



Yankee Chapter President’s Annual Report  2016 
 
As I come to the close of my year as president of the Yankee Chapter PRSA, I'm humbled by the dedication 
that our board, volunteers and membership have to our chapter and to the public relations profession. As a 
cohesive team, we have accomplished much to be proud of in 2016.  
 
A few highlights include: 

• Our membership has grown by 10% since January, bringing our chapter to a total of 109 members 
this year. And we hope to grow membership even more through a direct mail campaign that 
recently reached the mailboxes of PR professionals across NH, Maine and Vermont.  
 

• Our professional development committee hosted a wide range of highly engaging educational 
workshops and networking events. Our largest event brought over 70 PR professionals together at 
Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center in Lebanon, NH for a half-day workshop on social media 
during a crisis. We partnered with fellow organizations, New England Society for Healthcare 
Communications (NESHCo), NH Hospital Association and Dartmouth Hitchcock to make that event 
happen. We also co-hosted a full day measurement boot camp with nationally-recognized 
measurement guru Katie Payne. And we will be co-hosting a morning workshop in tandem with 
Champlain College in late November on Communicating for Change, with our own Rosemarie 
Rung as speaker. Funds from this event will support the Champlain PRSSA chapter. 
 

• The communications committee has been working diligently to update our web site to be more 
user-friendly and to better match the new look and feel of PRSA National's new site – both of which 
will launch in the next few months. A redesign of our newsletter will follow in 2017. Stay tuned. 
 

• Our accreditation committee has been providing support to professionals working toward 
achieving an Accreditation in Public Relations (APR).  This year we welcomed 2 new APRs! And 
due to the work of this long-standing committee, more than 30% of the Yankee Chapter members 
call themselves an APR – one of the highest percentages of all chapters in the country! 
 

• Our awards committee is hard at work re-vamping our awards programming for next year and the 
ideas they are currently considering are exciting. Watch for this in 2017. 

Having the opportunity to meet so many members at events and to watch our amazing team at work was a 
major highlight in my year. A heartfelt thanks goes out to each of you for the time and energy you put into 
your own jobs and into advancing the careers of every one of our members.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Liz LaRose, APR 
President, Yankee Chapter PRSA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2016 Professional Development Year in Review 
 
The Yankee Chapter of the Public Relations Society of America holds professional development (PD) 
sessions throughout the year to support membership. These sessions feature guest presenters covering a 
variety of topics and issues today’s communicators face. These sessions are a way for attendees to both 
brush up on skills and develop new skills as well as an opportunity to network with colleagues. 
 
This year, professionals shared knowledge on a variety of topics, including: 

• March: Manchester Monarchs – Networking with SNHU 
• April: Communicating Your Skills 
• May: Spring Social at Smutty Nose Brewery 
• June: Radio Promotion in the Digital Age at the Manchester Radio Group 
• July: Social Media for Branding and Crisis Communications with Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 

Center, NESHCo and NHHA 
• August: End of Summer Social with the N.H. Fisher Cats 
• September: Measurement Base Camp in partnership with Paine Publishing 
• September: PRSA Ethics Month at Yankee Chapter’s Trivia Night 
• November: Communicating for Change with Champlain College Public Relations Student Society of 

America (PRSSA) in Burlington, Vermont 
 
Thank you to the following organizations for hosting events: 

• Southern New Hampshire University (Manchester, NH.) 
• Manchester Radio Group (Manchester, N.H.) 
• Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center (Lebanon, N.H.) 
• Paine Publishing (Durham, N.H.) 
• Champlain College (Burlington, Vermont) 

 
Special thanks to Ashley Januszewski, co-chair, Professional Development Committee, for coordinating PD 
session communications throughout the year. Additionally, I’d like to thank AnnMarie French, Stefanie 
Phillips and Bob Lindquist for their efforts to promote and publicize our sessions. 
 
On behalf of the Yankee Chapter, I’d like to extend my sincere thanks to all of our presenters and partners 
for sharing their expertise and support as well as all of the organizations that graciously hosted our events. 
 
For 2017, Ashley Januszewski will chair the Professional Development Committee. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark J. Elliott, APR 
Chair, Professional Development Committee 
 
  



2016 Communications Committee Report 
 
The Communications Committee manages the Chapter’s website, email newsletter and social media 
channels and distributes media releases and calendar announcements promoting Chapter activities and 
events. The committee collaborates with all Chapter committees to ensure a coordinated stream of 
communication for Chapter initiatives. 
 
The Committee produces the Chapter’s email newsletter, which is distributed monthly with the exception of 
a double issue during July and August. The newsletter is the primary vehicle for monthly communication 
with Chapter members, and it also serves as a marketing tool to engage other individuals who have 
attended Chapter events and have expressed interest in Chapter activities. Delivered the first week of the 
month, the newsletter features Chapter news and events; standing ethics and member profile columns; and 
links to an array of member benefits, including recent job postings, accreditation resources, and PRSA 
national training.   
 
In the spring of 2016, an ad-hoc website and branding subcommittee was formed to work on a redesign of 
the Chapter website, which we expect to launch in early 2017. The Chapter email newsletter will be 
updated in early 2017 and will mirror the design of the new website.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
AnnMarie French 
Chair, Communications Committee  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SLATE OF OFFICERS 2017 
 
President Tom Bebbington 
Diocese of Manchester 
  
President-elect Mark Elliott, APR(**) 
Schneider Electric 
  
Past President Liz LaRose, APR 
Monadnock United Way 
 
Secretary Mary Ellen Hettinger, APR (**) 
Breathe New Hampshire 
  
Treasurer Andrew Morse (**) 
Concord Regional Visiting Nurse Association 
  
Assistant Treasurer Stefanie Phillips (**) 
American Heart Association 
  
Director Roz Whitaker-Heck, APR  (**) 
Champlain College 
(term expires 12/31/18) 
 
Director AnnMarie French  (**) 
New Hampshire Fiscal Policy Institute 
(term expires 12/31/18) 
  
Director Jon Boroshok 
Southern New Hampshire University 
(term expires 12/31/17) 
 
Director Grace Lessner 
New Hampshire Public Television 
(term expires 12/31/17) 
  
Director Seth Wheeler (**) 
New Hampshire Electric Cooperative 
(term expires 12/31/17) 
  
Director Ashley Januszewski (**) 
The NHHEAF Network Organizations 
(term expires 12/31/17) 
  
Director Heather Atwell, APR 
 (term expires 12/31/17) 
 
 
 (**) requires vote  



YANKEE PRSA MEETING MINUTES 
ANNUAL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 5, 2015 

 
Present: Tom Bebbington, Andrew Morse, Jayme Simoes, Stefanie Phillips, Brett St. Clair, Rosemarie Rung, Liz 
LaRose, AnnMarie French, Tara Payne, Isobel Parke, Donna Eason, Jane Law, Erin Holt, Bob Lindquist, Grace 
Lessner, Seth Wheeler, Crystal Carroll, Amanda Flitter, Stacey Smith, Ashley Januszewski, Jim Graham 
 
Meeting began at 3:18 p.m. 
 
The October 2015 minutes were approved as submitted.  
Annual meeting minutes from 2014 were approved as submitted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Andrew Morse): Reviewed expenses for the year. Report approved.  
 
President’s Report (Erin Holt): Erin will give a national conference and delegate report later, as they were flying out 
the day after annual meeting. She is proud of the work of the chapter this year. A $500 scholarship was given out this 
year and will be given next year. A $500 grant will also support PRSSA chapters thanks to NHEAF (sponsor). Thank 
you to Stefanie for all of your work on the PD committee this year and Jayme for your work on membership. Also 
thank you to Jane for all of her contributions to the chapter. Thank you overall to the board for a great year. 
 
Election of Officers (Rosemarie Rung): Rosemarie thanked the nominating committee.  
2016 slate of officers was approved: 
Liz LaRose, APR, President  
Tom Bebbington, President Elect 
Stefanie Phillips, Secretary 
Andrew Morse, Treasurer; Seth Wheeler, APR, Assistant Treasurer  
Directors: 
Mark Elliott, APR 
AnnMarie French 
Jon Boroshok 
Grace Lessner 
Mary Ellen Hettinger, APR  
Amanda Flitter  
Heather Atwell, APR 
 
We had a quorum; slate was accepted. 
 
Liz, incoming president, thanked Erin for a great year as president-noting her steady vision. She said she would like 
to continue to look at areas of value-membership and PD sessions-and how the chapter can offer the most value to 
current members. She noted that Tom Bebbington will be taking over membership and Mark Elliott will be in charge of 
the PD committee.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stefanie Phillips 
 
 
 
  



 
 

YANKEE PRSA MEETING MINUTES 
 

DECEMBER, 15, 2015, SHORTY’S RESTAURANT, BEDFORD, NH 
 

In attendance: Erin Holt, Liz LaRose, Tom Bebbington, Jane Law, Amanda Flitter, Rosemarie Rung, Bob Lindquist, 
Mark Elliot, Heather Atwell, AnnMarie French, Andy Morse, Jon Boroshok, Stefanie Phillips (by phone) 
 
Erin called the meeting to order at 5:38 pm. 
 
Annual Meeting Minutes 
 
The minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting were reviewed. Liz moved to approve the minutes and AnnMarie seconded. 
The motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Andy presented the Treasurer’s Report. He commented that 20 Common Man gift cards were purchased at a 
discount of 18-19% to be used as gifts for PD speakers.  
 
A $500 check was received by EDvestinU (NHHEAF) for the annual scholarship. 
 
Expenses for the annual meeting are still being paid; notably, the bill from St. A’s has not yet been received. Erin will 
follow up on it. 
 
Jane moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Rosemarie seconded. The motion passed. 
 
President’s Report 
 
Erin thanked the board for their contributions during the year. She noted that her summary of the PRSA Leadership 
Assembly was previously distributed. 
 
She asked the board for a vote regarding the PRSSA grant application, which was previously sent out for comments.  
Three changes were made: remove the deadline date since it is a rolling application, insert verbiage to state that it 
may take up to 6 weeks for processing, and add grants@yankeeprsa.org for inquiries.  Jon moved to accept the draft 
with the changes and Tom seconded. The motion passed. 
 
President-Elect Comments 
 
Liz stated that she looks forward to the oncoming year and working with the board. She reinforced her goal to have 
the chapter bring value to its membership in any ways that it possibly can.  
 
She commented on her experience at the PRSA International Conference in Atlanta. She said that although it was 
expensive, it was worthwhile and had about 2000 attendees. She described an app that was used for the conference 
to track sessions, take surveys, etc. Jane asked that she forward it to the Northeast District Conference committee. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Communications – AnnMarie said the committee is organized and is looking forward to the coming year. Bob 
distributed the current leadership list serve for review and correction.  He also offered to set up specialized email 
addresses to support the various committees. 
 
Professional Development – Mark and Ashley Janaziewski will be co-chairing this committee. Mark’s intent is to 
schedule PD sessions out for the year. Jon asked for the schedule (even tentative) so that he can include it in his 
syllabus. Mark is planning a chapter social for the end of January. 
 



Membership – no report 
 
Ethics – no report 
 
Accreditation – Rosemarie mentioned that there are 3 members still in the pipeline and that the plans for the coming 
year will include prep sessions as well as one-on-one mentoring. Jane said that we will offer an Introduction to APR 
early in the year and promote the Certification program in APR.  There was discussion about offering it prior or post to 
a PD session. Rosemarie said she could provide general comments about the APR prior to the networking session as 
well.  Jane presented Mark with his APR pin in acknowledgement and celebration of his passing of the APR exam. 
 
PRSSA – no report, but there was discussion on the challenges facing student chapters and the associated 
membership. 
 
Liz has been contacting each committee chair to help set direction for the year. She is planning a retreat and will 
send out a Doodle poll to assist in scheduling.  
 
Rosemarie moved to adjourn the meeting and Liz seconded.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 6:47 
pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Stefanie Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YPRSA Board Retreat 
January 22, 2016 

New Hampshire Housing Authority, Bedford NH 
 

Present: Liz LaRose, Jane Law, Andy Morse, Tom Bebbington, Mary Ellen Hettinger, Seth Wheeler, Bob Lindquist, 
AnnMarie French, Rosemarie Rung, Ashley Januszewski, Amanda Flitter, Stefanie Phillips, Grace Lessner, Jillian 
Adams, Heather Atwell. Via phone: Erin Holt 
Meeting was called to order at 1:10 p.m.  
 
Welcome from Liz (President): purpose of this board retreat is to go over goals for the year, what we are looking 
for, followed by committee presentations 
 
Announcement: resignation from Tara Payne from awards committee. Will talk later about who can take over that 
role. Thank you Tara for all you have done for the chapter and committee. 
Andy-Treasurer’s Report-self-audit was done before the retreat. Will make a few changes to report. Will bring an 
updated report to the next meeting. Listening today to make recommendations for next budget.  
 
Stefanie-Secretary-Minutes from December were approved with amendments 
 
Tom & Seth-Membership Committee-membership reports are coming weekly but only if there are changes 
Presentation & brainstorming presentation 
Went over: 

• essential functions 
• goals of the committee: engage with new members, engage with existing members, seek out new members 
• revise letter sent out to non-members 
• better coordination with PD committee 
• make personal connection at PD session, give them a takeaway 
• greet new members, welcome them to the group 
• outreach activities 
• new member package & outreach program, personal check ins throughout the year 
• mentoring program-“board buddies” 
• goals for the board (& all members): turn “inactive members” into “active members”, get members to be 

ambassadors, students PRSSA to PRSA, think outside NH, consider PD sessions geared toward specific 
types of practitioners, use channels to reach non-members 

AnnMarie-reissue another member survey, ask about their needs? Incentive to take the survey 
Mary Ellen-write an article from the results 
Amanda-re-categorize lists in Constant Contact, better use that tool to contact people 
Bob-send survey to new members, touch point 
Grace-calendar, look at responses, follow up throughout the year instead of just at annual meeting, divide up the 
list 
Grace-ME & VT members, reaching out to them 
Erin-went above & beyond to contact people in ME, tried to collaborate, dead end, no response, they can 
accredit people on their own (ME PR Council) 
Rosemarie-did a session in ME, well attended but had problems getting new members. But we are responsible 
for their members because they are in our area 
Jane-can’t write off ME, don’t go after them but still try to reach them, PD session in Portsmouth, support the 
members of PRSA who live in ME 
Erin-target higher education community 

 
Mark & Ashley-PD Committee 
Went over initiatives of the committee-many in line with Membership 
Tentative calendar mapped out: 

• March-Manchester Monarchs, reach out to higher ed community, already have SNHU 
• April-Planet Fitness 
• May-national speaker 



• June-Dartmouth-Hitchcock/Lebanon area 
• July-Concord PD? 
• September-ethics month 
• October-SNHU event, campaigns class 
• November-annual meeting 
• December-social 

Mark-also an idea of having an improv social-read bad PR releases 
Rosemarie-PD session, change communication, at Champlain College (Feb-March) 
discussion about a national speaker 
mix in socials with PD sessions 
consider a half day PD session like half day workshop we have done in the past, may draw more people 
 
AnnMarie-Communications Committee 
branding across channels-opportunity to streamline 
newsletter-marketing opportunity, goes to non-members as well 
Tom-help with member profiles 
Rosemarie-newsletter ad sponsor?  
AnnMarie-look at rules for non-profits. Liz noted-cannot be an “advertisement” only a sponsor 
CC sponsorship? 
Amanda-good time to look into our CC account, can add packages, stock images 
Bob-overview of YPRSA website 
Coordinate with communications committee-membership promotions 
Announcements section-room for improvement, open to suggestions 
Membership page updated so it displays the YPRSA page 
Seth-likes ethics part in newsletter; opportunity to share stories, real world scenarios 
Amanda-follow up briefs after PD sessions 
Designated photographer for each PD 
Amanda-tips & tricks, content, way to generate content  
Bob-PD checklist; will share with the board 
AnnMarie-overview of FB & Twitter accounts, encourage engagement 
Ashley-create a chapter hashtag? #YPRSA? 
Rosemarie-if asked about members, link to membership (have to login through national) 
AnnMarie-LinkedIn-commit to reengaging in this space, share ethics posts 
LinkedIn PD session? 
AnnMarie-how can we use social media & e-news to pull people in? 
Promote PRSSA needs through the newsletter  
AnnMarie-media relations, Stefanie will continue to help, calendar listings & press releases 
Goals: increase engagement  
AnnMarie-process to email jobs when they are posted 
Grace-project management tool program? Currently using Basecamp at the station. Jill mentioned using Wunderlist; 
offline conversation 
AnnMarie-consistent branding across all channels; Ashley volunteered to help, Amanda help with HTML? 
 
Rosemarie-APR Committee 
(Rosemarie, Jane, Mary Ellen-committee) 
goals-increase the # of members, currently 33 out of 98 members in the chapter 
identified key audiences: members & prospective members, interested members, potential candidates 
Intro to APR session: Feb. 11 
Preparation program-offer a 7 session monthly program  
One on one mentoring program 
Use communication channels 
AnnMarie-focus on topics in newsletter, focus on new KSAs 
Heather-offer through WebEx 
Proposed fees: $75 (member), $125 (non-members), test prep & readiness review extra, free final session on test 
taking  
Market session as PR bootcamp, also opportunity to learn about APR 



 
Rosemarie-PRSSA 
Champlain College-new advisor, PRSSA experience 
14 students  
make sure we support the student chapters (SNHU & Champlain) 
$500 grant to support 
would like to get Champlain students to Boston conference-$1,900 needed 
Also ME school-also use ME PR Council 
PD event proposed for March-use revenue to go back to student chapter  
Streaming options  
 
Closing comments from Liz-working on scheduling future meeting dates and locations; will send out a poll to board 
members 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stefanie Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YPRSA Board Meeting 
February 18, 2016 

 
Present: AnnMarie French, Liz LaRose, Jane Law, Amanda Flitter, Seth Wheeler, Rosemarie Rung, Mark Elliott, 
Stefanie Phillips, Jon Boroshok, Andy Morse, Tom Bebbington, Ashley Januszewski, Erin Holt, Mary Ellen Hettinger 
 
Meeting called to order at 3:02 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Minutes from January Board Retreat approved as amended.  
 
Treasurer’s Report (Andy Morse): Look at final report for 2015. Self audit done at the end of 2015.  
2015 final report approved. 
2016 report: only have January and February so far. Membership check received. Budget revenue and expenses 
used were last year’s (2015).  
2016 report approved.  
Committee chairs (PD, annual meeting, membership) should talk about their needs in 2016 for budgeting purposes.  
Liz: Budget approved last year around April timeframe? 
Tom: yes, that sounds correct. Went through a process to put numbers together.  
Liz: Aim for March/April; schedule calls for planning. Vote on it next month or in April.  
 
President’s Update (Liz LaRose):  
Heads up about sponsorship-looking for sponsorships, Northeast Conference is also looking as well. 
 
Communications Committee (AnnMarie French): event communications-proposed flowchart sent to leadership via 
email. Please refer to this chart going forward, so everyone knows what they need to do and who to contact. Thank 
you to Amanda Flitter for putting it together. Still working on streamlining our YPRSA branding across all channels 
(social media); will be reporting back during a future meeting. Call for content for the March newsletter. 
Liz-should have more content as the Northeast Conference gets closer 
 
PD Committee (Mark, Ashley & Amanda): Upcoming March session with the Manchester Monarchs (3/23/) 
Mark-question about pricing-proposed is $25 for members; $30 for non-members/$15 for students. That fee would 
include a PD session and then the game ticket. Membership would pay $5 per ticket to offset the cost for students. 
The meeting will be located in a meeting space below the arena; attendees will get a ticket as they check in. 
Jon-this event works well with the class requirements as SNHU students need to attend one YPRSA event.  
Mark-working on Planet Fitness for April. Hoping to have an update on that soon. 
Ashley-reached out to PillPack and declined as they are too busy. Reached out to Manchester Radio Group as well.  
 
Membership Committee (Tom & Seth): currently at 101 members in our chapter. Tom has been reaching out to 
new members & prospects. He has also been reaching out to former members but some have moved on. In 
February, National has a big group promotion for free chapter membership to chapter members. 
Seth-has been doing some targeted outreach. Met with Heidi at PSU-interested in APR, membership, but 
reorganization at the university has delayed that. Also spoke with Linda at Millennium Integrated Marketing in 
Manchester-sounded interested in a group membership. Didn’t see any barriers, just didn’t know much about it. Also 
spoke with Sean at wedu and contacted another PR agency in Manchester.  
Seth-Question about releasing membership list to non-members? Thinks it is a positive thing-opportunity to show role 
of YPRSA, business opportunities. Propose to release name, company and job title (no contact information). 
Liz-should this information be on our website so people can see the breadth of our chapter? 
Mary Ellen-thinks it's a good thing 
Jane-concerned about putting the list on the website, as it is proprietary. Using for a prospect is different.  
Jon-what about giving a list of companies but not names and titles? 
Rosemarie-ran into this a few years ago. Membership list is available to members through the PRSA website.  
Seth-would like to keep in touch with the PD Committee about planning a future event focused on recruitment & 
networking. 
 
District Conference Update (Erin Holt): Here are the highlights-June 13 at UMASS Boston. Was not able to be on 
the last call but here is the most up to date information. Currently working on speakers and presentations-approx. 25 
sessions are planned. Keynotes will be held to encourage signups. The group is still calling for speakers-the deadline 



has been extended. Leadership should email any ideas to Erin. Sponsorships are a big thing-Julie from the Boston 
Chapter is leading this charge. The goal is $20,000 in sponsorships.  
Jane-cost share model vote: district board met in January. Revenue sharing model was discussed-50% to district & 
50% to hosting chapter (Boston). There is the chance for loss; first $1,000 of any loss would go to district; remaining 
loss split by the district chapters on a representative basis of membership levels. Right now we pay $2/person to the 
district in dues. Everyone is working hard to get registrations and speakers so hopefully there should not be a loss. 
Basing the conference on a profit model.  
Discussion about the conference as a money maker-this $ will be used to put back into the district for future events. 
Jon raised a concern about this being based on a profit model. 
Vote on loss model: motion passes.  
 
Remaining items will be discussed during a future meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stefanie Phillips 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yankee PRSA Board Meeting 
March 17, 2016 

 
Present: Stefanie Phillips, Mark Elliott, Liz LaRose, Seth Wheeler, Andy Morse, Jane Law, Amanda Flitter, Ashley 
Januszewski, Erin Holt, Tom Bebbington, AnnMarie French, Bob Lindquist, Heather Atwell, Mary Ellen Hettinger, 
Grace Lessner 
 
Meeting called to order at 3:03 p.m.  
 
February minutes approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Andy): payments to Bob for website upgrade and renewal of Constant Contact for the year. Still 
working off the old budget numbers; have talked in the past about tweaking those, but that is still in the works.  
Liz: will be expenses for APR breakfast held on 3/17. Board had agreed to use funds from Paul Dowd Senior 
Practitioners’ Forum. Working on a PD budget with committee members. Hoping to have a full revised budget to 
present the board in April.  
Treasurer’s report approved.  
 
President’s Update: Had a really great APR breakfast this morning in Boston. About 23-25 people in attendance. 
Updates: looking at branding, future of PRSA, bringing value. Embarking on strategic planning; should be some 
membership surveys coming out.  
 
APR Committee (Jane, Mary Ellen): Session on March 30 to discuss application & readiness review process. 
Rosemarie listened in on a call about the APR test.  
Mary Ellen: changes, combining KSAs, and it sounded like the scoring was changing.  
Jane: almost all the questions are beta questions right now because it is a new exam; will be getting an idea of what 
questions are best. Test is new. New materials are out as well-study guide, other materials. All being updated.  
Liz: coming out with a marketing program for chapters 
 
Communications (AnnMarie): Review of process flow. With Amanda leaving, we will be changing that slightly. 
Ashley will handle CC for PD; Jane for APR; AnnMarie & Grace for newsletter. AnnMarie is the point of contact for 
any other CC issues or questions. Try to stagger email and communications. Still need to revisit email distribution list. 
Formed a new ad-hoc branding & website subcommittee of the communications committee to streamline the brand 
across all channels (Bob, Erin, Ashley, AnnMarie & Liz).  
Formation of the committee approved.  
AnnMarie: trying to use LinkedIn more as a social media channel. Please join the group if you haven’t already. 
Currently have 210 members. Reminder: Jill managing the Facebook & Twitter channels-email any ideas directly to 
her.  
Bob: website is up & running! Fixes with the web hosting company seems to be working. Rogue web service had 
been downloading massive amounts of data off of our website (PDFs, old annual reports). Will need information on 
the next PD session for the website. 
AnnMarie: gathering content for the April newsletter. Aiming to send on April 4. Mary Ellen to send a note about the 
APR breakfast. 
 
PD Committee (Mark, Ashley, Amanda): Monarchs event, Wednesday March 23. Currently 11 people registered. 
Hoping for 20-30. Will reach out to Jon Boroshok as well.  
Amanda: didn't think she saw any student sign ups; can send a reminder next week.  
Mark: pulling together a session with SNHU in April. Resume building, LinkedIn. Targeting April 19. Should have 
more information soon. Planet Fitness not available in the spring; looking at fall or ethics month tie in. 
Ashley: May-Smuttynose Brewery session-presentation in addition to a tour and tasting. Still waiting to hear back 
from them. May plan a social instead. June-DHMC session. July or August-Fisher Cats session.  
 
Membership (Tom, Seth): One new member & two reinstated for a total of 102 since February. Working on new 
member letters, calling new members & those who renew.  
Tom: PD Committee, let membership know if any non-members attend the March PD session. PRSA membership 
promo going on right now.  



Seth: membership directory on the site-discussed last month. Updated slightly about who we are as a chapter-list 
industries so people can find out about our members. Hopefully post a PDF or link on the page with the industries & 
company names (no member names) for potential members. May be a brochure we can customize about the 
chapter-bring to PD sessions like the one in March. Bob thinks we have one in our web archives.  
Liz: have we printed brochures in the past? Process? Jane thinks Jayme had them printed/handled that. Liz has a 
high quality printer at work as well. 
 
District Conference (Erin): tentatively finalized all of the speakers, working on agenda & scheduling. Structured into 
5 tracks of different topics. Sneak peek: Ben & Jerry’s is not able to attend but said they will owe us one! Happy to 
see YPRSA represented.  
Tom: still working on sponsorships; deadline is April 17. Will provide tools for chapters.  
 
Awards: Pat McGee has agreed to chair the awards committee and has also roped in Robin Schell. Looking for one 
more member, a younger practitioner. Grace suggested NHMS or Littleton Coin members.  
 
PRSSA: no update at this time 
 
Ethics (Liz): received an email about ethics. Took 4 days to get a response back.  
 
Scholarship (Liz): Donna Eason is working on that. Deadline is the end of May for applications. Heather volunteered 
to join the committee.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:58 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stefanie Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yankee PRSA Board Meeting 
April 21, 2016 

 
 
Present: AnnMarie French, Tom Bebbington, Erin Holt, Liz LaRose, Ashley Januszewski, Donna Eason, Mark Elliott, 
Rosemarie Rung, Jillian Adams, Seth Wheeler, Heather Atwell, Andrew Morse, Mary Ellen Hettinger, Jane Law, Jon 
Boroshok 
 
Meeting called to order at 3:04 p.m. 
 
March minutes accepted as amended.  
 
Treasurer’s Report (Andy): APR breakfast paid, PD reimbursement paid. Will be making a deposit with money from 
April PD session. Having some issues with PayPal and IRS website, so working through those issues.  
March Treasurer’s Report accepted as submitted. 
 
FY2016 proposed budget (Andy & Liz): Same as FY2015 and possibly FY2014-decided to stay as is.  
2016 budget accepted as submitted. 
 
President’s Update (Liz): No update at this time 
 
APR Committee (Rosemarie): Rosemarie sent the board the results from an APR survey the committee conducted 
on April 18. 13 responses to date. We reviewed the results from the survey. Will be resent next week. 83% 
respondents said they were interested in videoconferencing-discussion about options for that.  
 
Communications (AnnMarie): Had a call with the APR Committee-discussion about an ongoing APR section in the 
newsletter. 
Jill-managing Facebook & Twitter. Good response to a post about Jill Kimball getting her APR. Please send any 
news/accomplishments, etc. as it gets a lot of response. A lot of users on Facebook around 8 p.m. so will be tailoring 
posts to that timeframe. Also, a good response and some shares about our events; people tweeting while they are at 
our events. Ashley added as an admin to post PD information. 
LinkedIn Discussion-do not have to limit the group to members only. Will be trying the group alert feature.  
May content for the newsletter is coming together well. Goal is to get it out on May 2. 
Mary Ellen-Bob has been helping out with the website for awhile. Is there a way we can say thank you from the 
chapter? Will discuss further. 
 
Ad-Hoc Committee: Had a call last week and will be having another call after the board call. Working toward a 
consistent brand look and feel.  
 
PD Committee (Mark): 18 attendees at the March PD (Manchester Monarchs). April PD had about 22 people, about 
half students and half professionals, 4 non-members. Next PD session is a social at Smuttynose Brewery on May 19. 
Will include a tour and cold beverages. Working on a session with a couple organizations in Lebanon in July. They 
are planning an event so we are going to be part of it. August 18-Fisher Cats event.  
How do we want to handle it if a member purchases a ticket and doesn’t show up? At the Monarchs event we had 
one no-show.  
Recommendation: charge the ticket cost to the person and note it in the communications that this is our policy.   
Jane-could also do pre-pay only. Keep the “pay at the door” option for people.  
Tom-could also use the “give the registration to someone else” option.  
Mark & Ashley will come up with a policy for us. Also consider emailing the PD certificates to people instead of having 
paper copies. This is another opportunity to thank them for coming and engage with them. 
 
Membership (Tom & Seth): 2 new, 4 dropped, 1 reinstated. As of today, we are at 101 members. Tom will follow-up 
with all of those people including the non-members at the April PD session. Had an additional person signing up. 
 
Scholarship (Donna): Applications are due on May 23. Need to do a big push for that. Will include a mention in the 
newsletter. Will get information to Rosemarie and Jon to share with students and chapters. Donna will also reach out 



to other organizations that work with students, scholarships. Please send any other ideas or contacts. Liz will share in 
the LinkedIn group.  
 
District Conference (Jane & Erin): Getting close to early bird registration deadline. Have seen a good push in 
sponsorships-up to $10,500. Please submit any sponsorship ideas to Erin, Liz or Jane. Please share the information 
about the conference as well. Will plan to send out an additional email reminder about early registration.  
Erin-looking for political reporter connections. Will be contacting the Union Leader, but send along any other ideas.  
 
Ethics (Liz): Getting information about things for September (Ethics Month) 
 
Awards (Liz): Robin & Brett have agreed to join the committee; also reached out to Susie Stone. Will be scheduling 
a call soon.  
 
Mary Ellen won a national award for a Parenting NH magazine article she wrote.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:04 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stefanie Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yankee PRSA Board Meeting 
May 25, 2016 

 
 
Present: Liz LaRose, Rosemarie Rung, Mark Elliott, Stefanie Phillips, Erin Holt, Andrew Morse, Seth Wheeler, Jane 
Law, Donna Eason, Tom Bebbington 
 
Meeting called to order at 2:04 p.m.  
 
April minutes approved as submitted.  
 
Treasurer’s report (Andy): Deposited a sponsorship and membership check this morning.  
April report approved as submitted.  
 
President’s Report (Liz): We are five months in and there is so much hard work going on-I just want to sat thanks. 
Plus we have the Northeast District Conference going on. Thank you all for your hard work.  
Jane: Also wanted to compliment the board; Mark & Ashley for doing a great job with PD. Everyone is doing a great 
job this year.  
Mark: Thinks things are going well. We should just think ahead about our processes and documenting what we are 
doing for future board members.  
Seth: Hats off to Liz as president as well! 
 
Committee Reports 
PRSSA (Rosemarie): Rosemarie has been sharing information with the PRSSA chapters. Call for volunteers-look at 
deadline as it was tight this year. Think about this for next year.  
PRSSA conference in the fall-already got one request for support. We have the Bradley grant; let’s think about what 
else we can do to support them.  
Discussion about having a PD dedicated to fundraising again? 
Rosemarie wants to think about this a little bit more.  
 
APR (Rosemarie & Jane): The committee had a meeting this morning and reviewed the responses from the survey, 
as more responses came in. Have about 6 people interested right now. Will begin scheduling prep sessions. 
Rosemarie has also been talking with Bruce Lyndes at PSU-interested in pursuing his APR. They did a one on one 
PR 101 session together. Rosemarie will put together an on-demand presentation for PR 101.  
Consider pricing options for the prep sessions-people going through the APR process get them for free; or attendees 
get half back. Board in support of offering some kind of rebate.  
 
PD Committee (Mark): Just held a social last week at Smuttynose. Had a great turnout-about 20 people. Shared the 
names of non-member attendees with Tom. Working on a session with Binnie Media in June-station tour and meet & 
greet with staff. July PD-Dartmouth-Hithcock Medical Center, NHHA, etc. Save the date for July 27-social media and 
crisis half day session. We are piggy backing with them on this event. It should be a great event. August session will 
be with the Fisher Cats. Information is available right now. We will have a tour and talk with the Fisher Cats. Families 
are welcome as it will be social too. We are getting a great discount on the tickets. Working on September and 
October sessions right now-hoping to have more information in the coming weeks. We have a proposal from Katie 
Paine to consider too.  
 
Membership (Tom & Seth): Tom sent the board a membership update today. We are currently at 99 members. Had 
two people reach out within the last day that have expressed that they will be joining. How do we attract new 
members? Let’s think about ways we can reach out to new and different audiences/organizations. 
Seth: we can purchase a list with titles, emails, etc. for $750. We would also like to involve National here.  
Tom: To strengthen chapters, let’s involve National as that is one of their goals, plus they can offer expertise. Cost for 
mailing, electronic communication, etc. Make a case to National about the benefit and maybe they can help offset the 
costs.  
Jane: Consider targeted FB advertising? 
Seth: It would be a multimedia effort-we could try that first. 
Board okay with Tom and Seth going to national about this. 
 



Scholarship (Donna): Application deadline was Monday. Checking on the number of applicants but hasn’t heard 
anything yet. We may have no applicants this year. We have the funding for it.  
Tom: one of the New York chapters changed how they do their scholarship program. They now give a PR graduate 
(college?) a PRSA membership.  
Donna: Could consider awarding it in the fall instead? Would be willing to do more outreach to see if we could get 
some applicants. Erin noted that summer is a big scholarship search time for college students. Let’s just say that we 
have extended the deadline.  
 
District Conference update (Jane): Things are progressing but we still have somewhat low attendance versus 
where we would like to be. Yankee is doing a great job in getting people to register. We are at 13; Boston at about 30. 
We have three potential members.  
 
Sub-Committee Update (Erin): Moving forward even though National is rebranding too. Working on potential 
updates to the website. 
 
AnnMarie will be sending out a call for newsletter content. Submit any content to her soon. Donna will send 
scholarship info. Facebook update: photos are getting more engagement. If you have anything to share, please send 
it to Jillian. 
 
Awards (Tom): Pat McGee had to have surgery so he is out for awhile. Tom will help pick up the slack.  
 
Call adjourned at 3:05 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stefanie Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YPRSA Board Meeting 
 

June 16, 2016 
 
Present: Stefanie Phillips, Liz LaRose, AnnMarie French, Seth Wheeler, Jon Boroshok, Andrew Morse, Erin Holt, 
Ashley Januszewski, Jane Law, Grace Lessner, Heather Atwell, Tom Bebbington 
 
Meeting called to order at 3:03 p.m.  
 
May minutes accepted as submitted.  
 
Treasurer’s Report (Andy): Did some clean-up in PayPal recently.  
May report accepted  as submitted. 
 
President’s Report (Liz): Northeast District Conference was this week. We reached out to new Yankee members 
and those in attendance. Please fill out the survey if you went. There were a few technical issues but some great 
sessions. Overall a great conference, especially the lunchtime talk with Trent Spiner from the Union Leader. The 
ending speaker, Carol Cone, was also really great. Our own Jon Boroshok was also a speaker. That panel was 
fabulous. Stacey Smith spoke about behavioral PR.  
 
Maine PR Council was there-spoke with members that Liz knows. We will hopefully be able to collaborate with them 
in the future.  
 
We were approached by Stacey Smith about doing a sponsorship for a PR Museum exhibition featuring Pat Jackson. 
Liz will send the information out to the board. We can discuss in July/August. 
 
PD Committee (Ashley): Our June event is at the Manchester Radio Group. Currently have 7 registered. In July we 
are doing a joint event with Dartmouth Hitchcock on social media and crisis communications. Information is coming 
soon. The price will be slightly higher but it’s a longer session with lunch. We will be splitting the revenue; a portion 
will be going to charity.  
Liz-we were approached by Katie Paine for a full-day measurement session in September in Dover. The event would 
cover lunch. She is looking for a 2/3 split. Propose using some revenue for PRSSA in some way.  
Tom-great job Mark and Ashley on the Smuttynose Social-we had some non-members and new members attend. 
Great way to get people to an event.  
 
PRSSA (Liz): Roz at Champlain College is really excited about the reinstatement of PRSSA and is interested in 
being part of our board. They are interested in hosting an event. 
 
Annual Meeting (Grace): The committee is looking for ideas on topics. Also looking for new committee members. 
Roz from Champlain College also expressed interest. Heather & Erin volunteered to help. Possible to have the 
annual meeting in October instead of November? Ashley can help with graphic design.  
Topic ideas: Politics again? How PR and the relationships with journalists have changed?  
Please send ideas to Grace. 
 
Membership (Tom & Seth): Two new members since last meeting; one reinstated and two dropped. Update on the 
mailing: about $1,500. Looking at late summer or fall for that. Will be going to PRSA National to ask for assistance. 
 
Accreditation (Rosemarie report): We got a lukewarm response to the scheduling Doodle to begin the APR prep 
sessions.  Committee needs to meet to discuss and now that district conference is over, we’ll have time. 
 
Communications (AnnMarie): Please send any Northeast District Conference photos along. Tom & Liz will write up 
a piece on the conference for the newsletter. We will have a combined July/August newsletter. Deadline is June 27. 
The sub-committee will have a call on June 23. 
 
Scholarship (Liz): Deadline moved to August 1 for scholarship.  
 
Awards (Liz): Committee will be regrouping. Robin Schell is the current contact person-please send her 



ideas/nominations.  
 
Ethics (Liz): National is sending out information on ethics soon. We can figure out how to use it for ethics month 
(September). 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:01 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stefanie Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YPRSA Board Meeting 
 

July 21, 2016 
 
Present: Stefanie Phillips, Liz LaRose, Tom Bebbington, Erin Holt, Andy Morse, Mark Elliott, Jon Boroshok, Grace 
Lessner, Mary Ellen Hettinger, Heather Atwell, Rosemarie Rung, Pat McGee, Seth Wheeler, Jane Law, Donna Eason 
 
Minutes: June minutes approved as submitted.  
 
Treasurer’s Report (Andy): Andy will be depositing a membership check soon. We need to file a non-profit report to 
be recognized by the State of NH.  
Seth-looks like 2015 was a renewal year.  
Andy will be following up with the state. It looks like we have about 20 people pre-paid in PayPal for the July event. 
Will discuss how to split revenue.  
Report accepted as submitted. 
 
President’s Report (Liz): JJ&W is doing an exhibit at the PR Museum in NYC. We have been approached by Stacey 
Smith for sponsorship-$500 for a Pat Jackson exhibition. 
Tom-think it is the right thing to do given his PR and chapter influence. Also a great way to keep his memory alive. 
Board vote to sponsor: Motion carries.  
Board & committee members invited to the event-will be getting invitations. 
August & September board meetings: Liz will be on vacation in August and we will be having a PD session in 
September. Consider skipping August. Also will be no monthly newsletter in August-was a combo with July. 
Nominating committee will be sending out information soon. Send Erin any ideas.  
National Updates: Across the board, all of the chapters in our district are in a similar place regarding membership. So 
what we are experiencing is normal. 
Leadership Rally & Leadership Assembly are coming up-great sessions to learn. Tom will be attending. Liz will be 
sending bylaw changes  to the board for feedback on how to vote.  
New logo and website coming soon; My PRSA is launching soon too. 
PRSA fought against a law in NY stating that PR people & journalists have to register as lobbyists. 
We have a new PRSA National contact. 
PRSA National Conference is coming up in October-it’s in Indianapolis this month. 
 
PD (Mark): Next week is our July session. We are partnering with a couple of other organizations for this. There are 
about 47 people registered right now. This will be a half day session with lunch.  
Next session is Aug. 18-summer social with the Fisher Cats. Open to friends & family. We will get an overview along 
with a tour. 
In September, we are doing a measurement with Katie Paine in Durham. Limited slots available. Also looking at doing 
a September social event focus on ethics and trivia.  
PRSSA (Rosemarie): Not much to report at this time. Looking at funding sources to ensure the chapters stay 
sustainable.  
 
Annual Meeting (Grace): The committee is looking for ideas/topics/speakers.  
Heather-can we have a mini Pat Jackson exhibit at annual meeting? Also tap Robin Schell for ideas.  
Erin-Ben &Jerry’s. We had them a couple years ago and it was well received.  
 
Membership (Tom & Seth): We are currently up to 104 members. We had two members transfer from other 
chapters.  
Update on mailing: aiming for September mailing. Seth will keep the board updated via email.  
 
APR (Rosemarie): We know there is interest, but it has been tough to get people to sign up for sessions. Come up 
with a hybrid program of study groups-Concord & Manchester. Will follow the Cutlip & Center books. Will follow a 
timeline to prepare for their readiness reviews and then the exam. 
Mark, Seth & Liz offered to mentor people going through the process.  
 
Awards (Pat): Robin, Brett, Susie and Pat are the current committee. Committee met and has some suggestions for 
the board.  



Pat Jackson: need to re-emphasize the purpose and intent of the award. Re-focus what this award means. Consider 
showing a short video about Pat Jackson at the meeting. Also, have someone who could talk about how Pat Jackson 
has influenced his or her practice. We could work with the recipient ahead of time to talk about the award. 
Summit:  application looks pretty good. Consider giving this award out during business portion.  
Consider giving out the Pat Jackson award separately-after the business meeting portion (guests there for this would 
not have to come for annual meeting).  
Jon-could check with SNHU if we need a bigger venue. And possibly get a student to help with a promotional video.  
 
Scholarship: deadline extended.  
 
Communications: send info. to AnnMarie; no newsletter in August. 
 
Ethics: National has some info. coming for Ethics Month in September. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:02 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stefanie Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yankee PRSA Board Meeting 
September 14, 2016 

 
 
Present: Heather Atwell, Liz LaRose, Donna Eason, Stefanie Phillips, Seth Wheeler, Grace Lessner, Mark Elliott, 
Jane Law, Erin Holt, Andrew Morse, Tom Bebbington  
 
Minutes from July 2016 were approved as submitted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Andy): There are some changes highlighted on the most recent report-Patrick Jackson exhibit, 
scholarship name change. Still some costs outstanding (July PD session). We are now recognized again as a NH 
non-profit.  
 
Treasurer’s report approved as submitted. 
 
President’s update (Liz): We heard that the Pat Jackson exhibit event in NYC went well.  
BYLAW CHANGES DISCUSSION: 
-remote voting-board in support 
-allow board to recommend officers-Jane gave us an overview, we have some questions 
-allow the board to revise the bylaws-board feeling is no 
 
Membership (Seth & Tom): 106 active members (2 new). Board has a memo about the proposed mailer to recruit 
new members. We want to raise awareness and stress the benefits of membership. Aiming to get this out in October. 
Cost is about $1,400-PRSA National will help cover at least $500. They said this is what they want chapters to do.  
Discussion about the mailer-there are a few comments and questions; revisions will be made.  
 
Awards (Tom via Pat McGee): no applications yet but another email will be sent out.  
 
Scholarship (Donna): awarded! And now looking to next year.  
 
Annual meeting (Grace): committee narrowing down information-looking for feedback. Looking at dates from Nov. 
8-18 to hold the event. Considering having a dinner this year. Looking at the speaker from Ben & Jerry’s. Also 
considering a panel-food, corporate responsibility-Stonyfield or King Arthur Flour.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:12 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stefanie Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DRAFT-For approval 
 

Yankee PRSA Board Meeting 
October 20, 2016 

 
 
Present: Stefanie Phillips, Liz LaRose, Erin Holt, Andrew Morse, Seth Wheeler, Mark Elliott, Annmarie French, Jon 
Boroshok, Grace Lessner, Heather Atwell, Jane Law, Donna Eason, Ashley Januszewski 
 
September minutes approved as submitted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Andy): Will be working with the PD Committee to go over July & September PD expenses. We 
received a sponsorship from Delta Dental for the Annual Meeting. September report approved as submitted. 
 
Annual Meeting (Grace): Confirmed for November 15 at Red River Theatres, 3-6 p.m. Matt Gatzke will be there to 
help. Schedule: 3:05 p.m. start with three panelists, their presentations, Q&A, business meeting at 4:30 p.m. and 
reception to follow. Still looking for a moderator. Possibilities include Tom Bebbington, Sarah Palermo. Annmarie will 
reach out to Sarah. We have a slight increase in pricing this year. Discussion about what to give the speakers; Grace 
will discuss further with the committee. Encouraging everyone to bring a guest. Northeast Delta Dental is our 
sponsor. The Common Man will be catering the event. Jane will share the menu with the committee. Seth 
volunteered to take photos.  
 
Proposed Bylaws (Liz):  
Amendment: Possibility for a virtual annual meeting. Discussion-some board members against this, but overall feeling 
is that that most of the board is okay with it. VOTE yes: passes.  
 
Amendment: Allowing the board to nominate members to the executive team. Discussion led by Jane-she explained 
why she is against this. VOTE nay: passes.  
 
Amendment: more voting power to the board versus the assembly. Discussion led by Jane. She does not think this is 
necessary. VOTE nay: passes.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:01 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stefanie Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2016 AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS  
 
2016 James H. Bradley Memorial Scholarship 
 
In 2010, the Yankee Chapter of the Public Relations Society of America established the James H. Bradley 
Memorial Scholarship in honor of the Yankee Chapter’s “founding father” James (Jim) H. Bradley who 
passed away in September of that year. Jim Bradley served as the Yankee Chapter’s first president in 
1982. 
 
The Chapter is proud to commemorate Jim Bradley’s contributions to the profession of public relations by 
helping future professionals achieve their goals. The scholarship recognizes a student with a declared 
major in a public relations-related field who is studying at an accredited college or university in Maine, New 
Hampshire, or Vermont. Special thanks to EDvestinU® for sponsoring the scholarship this year.  
 
In 2016, the sixth-annual James H. Bradley Memorial Scholarship was presented to Margaret Kuchinski, a 
senior at Champlain College and a resident of Delmar, N.Y. At Champlain College, Kuchinski is pursuing a 
major in public relations and a specialization in marketing. She is an active member of the college’s Public 
Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA) and serves as the group’s PR director.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Accreditation Committee 2016 Report 
 
APR is a mark of distinction for public relations professionals who demonstrate their commitment to the 
profession and to its ethical practice, and who are selected based on broad knowledge, strategic 
perspective, and sound professional judgment. 

 
The Yankee Chapter currently has 35 accredited 
members, 32% of our membership. In 2016, an on-
going program is being conducted to support 2 study 
groups of 2 members each with mentoring and formal 
preparation sessions. 

 
Seasoned practitioners wanting to better position 
themselves for advancement should consider earning 
the Accredited in Public Relations (APR) designation 
to prove their competency in the knowledge, skills and 
abilities required to practice public relations effectively 
in today’s business arena. 

 
In preparing for accreditation candidates build 
expertise in: 
• Researching, Planning, Implementing and 

Evaluating Programs 
• Leading the Public Relations Function 
• Managing Relationships 
• Applying Ethics and Law 
• Managing Issues and Crisis Communication 
• Understanding Communication Models, Theories 

and History of the Profession 
 
Assistance in preparing for the accreditation is 
available from the chapter, and PRSA’s online study 
course or through a weekend APR bootcamp 
program. Visit www.prsa.org/Learning/Accreditation 
for more information. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Yankee Chapter PRSA Accreditation Co-chairs: 
 

Mary Ellen Hettinger, APR, 
hettinger.maryellen@gmail.com 
 
Jane Law, APR, jlaw@nhhfa.org 

 
     Rosemarie Rung, APR, rung@comcast.net

 
 
Yankee Chapter 
Accredited Members 

 
Heather S. Atwell, APR 
Gina M. Balkus, APR 
Eric W. Blom, APR 
Michael P. Bourque, APR 
Karen J. Cashman, APR 
Amber J. Cutler, APR* 
Donna J. Eason, APR 
Mark J. Elliott, APR 
Craig H. Evans, APR  
Katherine Greenlaw, APR 
Mary Ellen Hettinger, APR 
Nancy Kerr, Ph.D., APR 
Jill S. Kimball, APR* 
Annette Kurman, APR 
John R. Lamb, APR 
Elizabeth A. LaRose, APR 
Jane N. Law, APR 
C. Robert Lindquist, APR 
Patrick F. McGee, Sr., APR, Fellow PRSA 
Tracy Whittier Messer, APR 
Susan J. Noon, MBA, APR 
Isobel Parke, APR, Fellow PRSA 
Shane Perry, APR 
Nancy J. Roberts, APR 
Rosemarie Rung, APR 
Robin Schell, APR, Fellow PRSA 
Stacey Smith, APR, Fellow PRSA 
Suzanne R. Spruce, APR 
Brett St. Clair, APR 
Roger W. Stephenson, APR 
Judy Stokes, APR 
Susie Dimick Stone, APR  
Kathleen B. Walker, APR 
Seth Wheeler, APR 
Rosalynne D. Whitaker-Heck, Ed.D., APR 
 
*APR received in 2016



Report from PRSA Leadership Assembly 
 
PRSA’s annual meeting of the Leadership Assembly was held on Saturday, October 22nd, in conjunction 
with the International Conference being held in Indianapolis on the following three days.  The Assembly is 
the Society’s legislative body, and 203 delegates representing Chapters from around the country and the 
world gathered to hear reports on the state of the Society from its leadership and to vote on the Society’s 
incoming leaders as well as proposed bylaws changes.  Delegates from the Yankee Chapter were current 
President Liz LaRose and President-elect Tom Bebbington. 
 
President Mark McClennan, APR, gave the annual State of the Society report. Attendees were told that 
the Society currently has 21,850 members, of which 2,608 are group members. The PRSSA added 8 new 
chapters this year. The Society remains financially stable overall: although revenues were down this year, 
expenses were managed such that we expect an approximately $136,000 positive variance. Dues will 
remain the same in 2017.  
 
Highlights of ongoing efforts included new initiatives to promote the APR designation, an update on the 
2017-1019 strategic plan, and a report from the Brand Task Force.  Attendees were shown a preview of the 
new PRSA website, and given an introduction the new SEED program, which will provide grants of up to 
$3000 per District to support programming. 
 
The Assembly then voted to elect Anthony W. D'Angelo, APR, Fellow PRSA, chair of the Society for 
2018. D’Angelo, professor of practice, public relations, at Syracuse University’s Newhouse School of 
Public Communications, Syracuse, N.Y, will serve as PRSA’s chair-elect on the National Board of Directors 
in 2017. 
 
In addition to D’Angelo, several other candidates selected by the PRSA National Nominating Committee 
were elected to the PRSA National Board of Directors for two-year terms beginning in 2017. The new board 
members are: 
 
Officers: 
Treasurer: Debra D. Peterson, APR, vice president, external communications and community relations, 
CenturyLink, New Century, Kan. 
Secretary: T. Garland Stansell, APR, chief communications officer, Children's of Alabama, Birmingham, 
Ala. 
  
District and At-Large Representatives:  

• Director, Tri-State District: Andrew McCaskill, APR, senior vice president, global 
communications, Nielsen, New York, N.Y. 

• Director, East Central District: Richard J Batyko, APR, Fellow PRSA, senior vice president, 
marketing, communications & development, Team NEO, Medina, Ohio 

• Director, Western District: Michelle Olson, APR, general manager, Scottsdale office, 
Fingerpaint, Scottsdale, Ariz. 

• Director, Northeast District: Jo Ann S. LeSage Nelson, APR, vice president, client services, 
Pierce Communications, Albany, N.Y. 

• Director, Mid-Atlantic District: Samantha Julie Villegas, APR, president, SaVi PR, LLC, 
Washington, D.C. 



• Director At-Large: Robert T. Hastings, Jr., APR+M, Fellow PRSA, executive vice president, 
communications & government affairs, chief of staff, Bell Helicopter, Fort Worth, Texas 

They join incumbent Board of Directors members returning for 2016, including:  

• Chair: Jane Dvorak, APR, Fellow PRSA 
• Immediate-Past Chair: Mark W. McClennan, APR 
• Amy T. Coward, APR, Fellow PRSA, vice president, public relations, Palmetto Health 

Foundation, Columbia, South Carolina 
• Bonnie P. Upright, APR, senior vice president, Olympus Foundation Management, Orange 

Park, Florida                
• Don Hale, vice president for public relations and marketing communications, Georgia State 

University, Atlanta, GA 
• Joyce A. Lofstrom, MS, APR, senior director, corporate communications, HIMSS, Chicago 
• Ronele M. Dotson, APR, president, RAD Strategies Inc., Reno, Nevada 
• Sam James Morrey Sims, APR, director of public relations and marketing, US Fleet Tracking, 

Edmond, Oklahoma 

Also of note: the Yankee Chapter’s own Jane Law, APR, was elected as a 2017 national delegate-at-large. 
Delegates-at-large serve a one-year term and represent PRSA members who are not affiliated with a 
chapter. 
 
There were three proposed bylaws amendments before the Assembly as well, each requiring a 2/3 majority 
to be enacted: 
Amendment 1601 proposed changing the bylaws to allow the Leadership Assembly to vote remotely if it 
should be impractical to do so in person, e.g., in the event of a severe weather event at the meeting 
location that makes travel hazardous or impossible. The Board of the Yankee Chapter recommended a yes 
vote on this proposal. The proposal passed 183-14.  
 
Amendment 1602 proposed changing the bylaws to allow the current Board of the PRSA to interview and 
recommend officer candidates, duties that previously were the responsibility of the Nominating Committee. 
The Board of the Yankee Chapter recommended a no vote on this proposal. The proposal passed 159-
52. 
 
Amendment 1603 proposed changing the bylaws to enable the Board to modify the Society’s bylaws, duties 
that heretofore had been in the hands of the Assembly. The Board of the Yankee Chapter recommended a 
no vote on this proposal. The proposal did not pass, 125-81.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Tom Bebbington 
 
Liz LaRose, APR 
 

 
 
 
 



Membership Committee 2016 Report 
 
As of November 1, 2016, the Yankee Chapter has 109 active members, 8 more than last year.  

• 23 new National members 
• 17 dropped National members 
• 9 reinstated National members 

There are currently 141 PRSA members residing in our area. 
 
At the time of this writing, the Yankee Chapter has just embarked on a direct mail effort.  We purchased a 
mailing list for the three states the Chapter covers and culled it down to just over 1600 names, based on job 
titles. Each person on the list will receive a postcard inviting them to visit our website, sign up for our 
newsletter, and attend a regular PD session free of charge.  Because we’ve designed this campaign with 
KPIs built in (hits to the landing page of the website, new sign-ups for our newsletter, additional attendees 
at PD sessions, and actual new members) we will be able to report results. We estimate the total cost to 
purchase the list and to produce and mail the postcards to be roughly $1400, and have obtained a $500 
grant from National to support this effort. 
 
The Membership Committee would also like to commend the efforts of the Professional Development 
Committee, with whom we have worked closely this year to do more one-on-one follow-up with non-
member PD attendees.  In particular we have seen success in piloting two efforts: free or low-cost 
networking events, and PD sessions held in partnership with other professional organizations (e.g., 
NESHCO). These events served to bring in people who otherwise may not have considered PRSA 
membership, and we believe the “PD as membership-building” model accounts for a large part of our 
success in recruiting new members this year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tom Bebbington 
 
Seth Wheeler, APR 
  



 
Yankee Chapter Membership Roster (as of 11/1/16) 
 
Gwendolyn Adams 
Jillian Adams 
Laura Almasi 
Amber Anderson 
Elizabeth A. Andrews 
Heather S. Atwell, APR 
Gina M. Balkus, APR 
Michael R. Barwell 
Thomas Patrick Bebbington 
Sandra Belknap 
Tori Berube 
Eric W. Blom, APR 
Mary-Jo Boisvert 
Peg Bolgioni 
Jon Boroshok 
Michael P. Bourque, APR 
Kelley Brescia 
Janice L. Brown 
Maria V. Brown 
Stacey L. Bruzzese 
Jeffrey Buell 
Audra Burns 
Crystal Carroll 
Karen J. Cashman, APR 
Susan B. Chadwick 
Matthew J. Chagnon 
Byron O. Champlin 
Gail P. Clark 
Andrea L. Cronan 
Amber Jeanne Cutler, APR 
Terri A. Daniels 
Sarah Day 
Christine Dorsey McGowan 
Michelle E. Dunn 
Donna J. Eason, APR 
Mark Joseph Elliott, APR 
Craig H. Evans, APR 
Sean T. Findlen, Esq. 
Amanda Flitter 

Kevin P. Flynn 
AnnMarie Rowlands French 
Susan Geier 
Jim Graham 
Katherine J. Greenlaw, APR 
Ernestine J. Greenslade 
Linda Ellen Halleran 
Mary Ellen Hettinger, APR 
Erin L. Holt 
Scott W. Hood 
Alayna Olivier Howard 
Denise Hutchins 
Kim Jackson 
Ashley Januszewski 
Darby Johnson 
Nancy Kerr, Ph.D., APR 
Jill S. Kimball, APR 
Annette Kurman, APR 
John R. Lamb, APR 
Elizabeth A. LaRose, APR 
Jane N. Law, APR 
Grace Lessner 
Kristen Lestock 
C. Robert Lindquist, APR 
Erika L. Mantz 
Jane Margesson 
Warren E. Mason, Ed.D. 
Patrick Neil McCafferty 
Patrick F. McGee, Sr., APR, 
Fellow PRSA 
Molly McPherson 
Kristen Aileen Marie Mercure 
Tracy Whittier Messer, APR 
Megan Michelakos 
Andrew Morse 
Martin E. Murray 
Susan J. Noon, MBA, APR 
Michael Norton 
Katharine D. Paine 

Sarah Palermo 
Isobel Parke, APR, Fellow 
PRSA 
Tara Payne 
Shane Perry, APR 
Jennifer Phillips 
Stefanie Phillips 
Rick Ramseyer 
Donna Richardson 
Nancy J.  Roberts, APR 
Rosemarie Rung, APR 
Robin Schell, APR, Fellow 
PRSA 
Patricia Sears 
Jayme Louis Severance 
Jayme Henriques Simoes 
Laura D. Simoes 
Stacey Smith, APR, Fellow 
PRSA 
Stephen Snyder 
Suzanne R. Spruce, APR 
Brett St. Clair, APR 
Roger W. Stephenson, APR 
Amy K.S. Sterndale 
Judy Stokes, APR 
Susie D. Stone, APR 
Tracy Manforte Sweet 
Kathleen Taggersell 
Michele Lee Giannone 
Talwani 
Jeff VanPelt 
Kathleen B. Walker, APR 
Katie Walker 
Seth L. Wheeler, APR 
Rosalynne D. Whitaker-Heck, 
Ed.D., APR 
Rebecca Zirlen 

 
 
 
 
 
 



List of Past Presidents  
 
Jim Bradley, APR, Fellow PRSA 8/82 – 6/84 
Peter Hollister, APR, Fellow PRSA 7/84 – 6/85 
Sharon Callahan, APR 7/85 – 6/86 
Paul A. Dowd, APR, Fellow PRSA 7/86 – 6/87 
Janet Copestakes 7/87 – 6/88 
Robin Perrin, APR, Fellow PRSA 7/88 – 6/89 
Stacey Smith, APR 7/89-6/90 
Pat McGee, APR, Fellow PRSA 7/90 – 6/91 
Dan Greenleaf 7/91 – 6/92 
Martha A. Netsch, APR 7/92 – 6/93 
Robin Schell, APR 7/93 – 6/94 
Myra E. Barradas 7/94 – 6/95 
Christine Heyssel 7/95 – 9/96 
Debora Tatro 10/96 – 6/97 
Brett St. Clair, APR 7/97 – 6/98 
Frances Provencer Kambour, APR 7/98 – 6/99 
Judy Stokes, APR 7/99 – 6/00 
Kathleen Walker, APR 7/00 – 6/01 
Retha Lindsey Fielding, APR 7/01 – 6/02 
Gail Winslow-Pine, APR 7/02 – 6/03 
Robert Lindquist, APR 7/03 – 6/04 
Laura D. Simoes, 7/04 – 6/05 
Jayme H. Simoes, 7/05 – 6/06 
John R. Briggs, Jr., 7/06 – 6/07 
Kevin H. Smith, 7/07 – 6/08 
Jennifer English, 7/08 – 6/09 
Christopher Williams, 7/09 – 10/09 (resigned) 
Susie D. Stone, APR, 10/09 – 6/10 (Acting) 
Susie D. Stone, APR, 7/10 – 6/11 
Tara Payne, 7/11 – 12/12 (change in chapter fiscal year) 
Jane Law, APR, 2013 
Rosemarie Rung, APR, 2014 
Erin Holt, 2015 
Liz LaRose, APR, 2016 


